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BDS (Bachelor of Dental Surgery)

Course, Admission, Fees, Eligibility, Syllabus, Exams, Career scope, Top Colleges & more

BDS stands for Bachelor of Dental Surgery, a comprehensive 5-yearundergraduate program and the only professional dental course recognized in India. Completing this course qualifies students to become licensed dentists, eligible to practice in both government and private hospitals. The BDS program is regulated by the Dental Council of India (DCI), ensuring adherence to high educational standards. Upon graduation, students must register with the DCI to legally practice dentistry in Indian students in the BDS program will study a wide range of subjects, including Dental Histology, Oral Pathology, Oral Surgery, dental anatomy, disease diagnosis, dental surgeries, and various dental procedures. To practice as a dentist, it is mandatory for graduates to register with the Dental Council of India. This registration validates their qualification and authorizes them to practice dentistry professionally the BDS program is essential for those aspiring to pursue a career in dentistry, providing both the academic knowledge and practical skills necessary for success. By completing this rigorous and rewarding course, students are well-prepared to enter the dental profession and make significant contributions to oral health care.
At present in India, there are a total of 318 dental colleges offering the BDS course, with an annual intake of 27,861 seats. Among these, 52 are government dental colleges, providing 3,748 seats, and 266 are private dental colleges, offering 24,113 seats each year.
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What Does BDS Stand For?
“Navigating BDS: Your Route to a Career in Dentistry”
Bachelor of Dental Surgery (BDS) is the second most sought-after course in medical education after MBBS. It is the only recognized undergraduate dental program in India, providing a pathway for aspiring dental professionals. The five-year BDS program includes four years of theoretical studies in subjects such as Dental Histology, Oral Pathology, and Oral Surgery, followed by a year of mandatory rotational internship in various medical settings. Graduates earn a professional degree in dental science and become licensed dental practitioners under the regulation of the Dental Council of India (DCI), which accredits dental colleges and oversees dental practice in the country.
Dentists play a vital role in maintaining oral health, preventing, diagnosing, and treating dental diseases. Their work goes beyond health, fostering beautiful smiles that enhance overall well-being and promote positive interactions. By preserving dental health and ensuring well-set teeth, dentists contribute to the longevity of teeth and the creation of a harmonious and peaceful society. The dedication of dentists to their craft underscores the significance of the BDS course in cultivating professionals who ensure the dental health and smiles of their communities.

BDS Course Highlights
	Details
	Information

	Course Name
	Bachelor of Dental Surgery

	Abbreviation
	BDS

	Type
	Degree

	Level
	Undergraduate

	Field
	Healthcare

	Eligibility
	10+2 with Physics, Chemistry, and Biology

	MBBS Course Duration
	5 years

	Average Fee
	Rs. 5,000 to Rs. 45 Lakhs

	Average Salary
	Rs.3L to 12LPer Year

	Career Opportunities
	Dentist, Dental officer in Defense Services, Dentist in Indian Railways, Lecturer, Researcher, etc.

	Top Recruiters
	Hospitals, Dental Clinics, Educational Institutes, Dental Product Manufacturers etc





BDS Course Fees Structure
Fee Structure Diversity Across Dental Colleges:
· It's a common phenomenon across all medical colleges in India: variation in fee structures. Rather than a uniformity, there exists a multitude of criteria contributing to this variability.
Fee Structure Variation Across Different Types of Colleges:
· The fee structures differ significantly based on the type of dental college. Whether it's a private institution, government-funded establishment, or a deemed university, the fee scales vary accordingly.
Diverse Fees Within Individual Colleges:
· Even within the same institution, the fee structure varies based on the nature of the seat. Be it a government seat, a management quota seat, or an NRI quota seat, each comes with its own pricing.
Summarizing Fee Structure Variation:
· We've compiled an overview of the fee structure variations, considering the aforementioned parameters. The figures presented here are not precise but rather rough averages, offering a glimpse into the real figures.
	Type Of College
	Government Seats
	Management Seats
	NRI Seats

	Government Dental Colleges
	5000-1Lac
	N/A
	N/A

	Deemed Colleges
	50,000-2lacs
	8-12 lacs
	10 -15 lacs

	Private Dental Colleges
	20,000-2 lacs
	8-12 lacs
	10 -12 lacs





BDS Admission Process
BDS Admission Process
The process for BDS (Bachelor of Dental Surgery) admission in India is similar to that of MBBS, with NEET (National Eligibility Cum Entrance Test) being the key examination for admission. Here's a breakdown of the admission process:
1. NEET Registration:
· Aspirants must register on the official NEET portal by providing personal details such as name, date of birth, contact information, etc.
2. Application Form Submission:
· After registration, candidates fill out the application form online with personal and academic details. They must also upload required documents.
3. Payment of NEET Application Fee:
· Once the form is filled, candidates proceed to pay the application fee.
4. Confirmation Page Download:
· After successful payment, candidates download and print the NEET application form and confirmation page.
5. Admit Card Issuance:
· Admit cards are issued based on the submitted details.
6. Entrance Examination:
· Candidates appear for the NEET exam and aim to qualify with a competitive score to secure a spot in the merit list.
7. Counselling Process:
· Counselling sessions are conducted for successful candidates under the 15% All India Quota seats and seats in Deemed Universities/Central Universities/AIIMS/JIPMER/ESIC/AFMC/Delhi University (DU)/BHU/AMU.
· Candidates select their preferred colleges based on their rank.
Admission Process:
· Candidates are admitted to BDS courses based on the All-India Merit List prepared according to the NEET (UG) scores.
· NTA provides the All-India Rank, and admitting authorities invite applications for counselling, preparing merit lists based on these ranks.
· Admission to the 15% All India Quota and 85% State Quota follows statutory regulations, Supreme Court judgments, and MCC procedures under DGHS.
This structured process ensures fair and transparent admissions to BDS courses in India, based solely on NEET scores.
Why Choose a BDS Course?
Career Opportunities: Graduates of the BDS program become licensed dentists, ready to practice in diverse settings including private clinics, hospitals, community health centres, and in research and academia.
Healthcare Profession: Dentistry is a crucial part of the healthcare sector. Dentists play a key role in maintaining oral health, preventing dental diseases, and enhancing the overall well-being of their patients.
Variety of Specializations: The BDS course offers numerous specializations such as orthodontics, oral and maxillofacial surgery, periodontics, endodontics, and prosthodontics. This allows students to focus on areas that match their interests and strengths.
Continuous Learning: Dentistry is a dynamic field with continuous advancements in technology, techniques, and research. This ensures an ongoing learning journey, making the profession both challenging and intellectually stimulating.
Financial Reward: Dentists typically enjoy competitive salaries, which can increase significantly with experience and specialization, providing financial stability and a comfortable lifestyle.
Job Flexibility: Dentists have the option to work as independent practitioners, join group practices, or work in public health settings. This flexibility allows them to choose a work environment that best suits their preferences and work-life balance.
BDS Course Eligibility Criteria
Admission to the BDS course necessitates compliance with specific eligibility criteria set forth by the relevant authority. Prospective candidates must meticulously assess these criteria to ascertain their eligibility status. Some fundamental eligibility prerequisites for MBBS admission include:
1. Completion of Higher/Senior Secondary Examinations or the Indian School Certificate Examination, equivalent to a 10+2 Higher/Senior Secondary Examination after a 12-year study period. Applicants must have secured a minimum of 50% marks in Physics, Chemistry & Biology/Biotechnology (PCB)for Unreserved candidates, while the threshold is 40% for reserved category candidates (OBC/SC/ST), and 45% for PWD, along with Mathematics or any other elective subject, and English at a level not lower than the core course.
2. Aspirants must attain the age of 17 years at the time of admission or reach the specified age by 31 December of the admission year.
3. Aspirants must successfully clear the medical entrance examination NEET UG requisite for admission to the BDS program.
4. There exists no maximum age limit for applying to the BDS degree program.
5. Additionally, candidates are obliged to fulfil any supplementary eligibility conditions stipulated by the regulatory authorities for BDS, namely the Dental Council of India (DCI).


BDS Course Duration
The BDS program spans a total of 5 ½ years, comprising 4years of academic coursework and a mandatory 1-year internship. The program is structured into 9 semesters of rigorous learning followed by a mandatory 1-year internship/live training. BDS is an undergraduate degree program encompassing a comprehensive syllabus covering both dental and surgical subjects.
Essential Skills for Excelling in an BDS Degree

Becoming a dentist involves more than acquiring technical knowledge and training. Successful dentists possess a blend of technical, interpersonal, and critical thinking skills that enable them to diagnose and treat a wide range of dental issues while ensuring patient comfort and well-being. Here are the key skills needed to excel in dentistry:
Manual Dexterity: Dentists perform precise and delicate procedures with their hands. Excellent hand-eye coordination and a steady hand are crucial for ensuring accuracy and precision in their work.
Attention to Detail: Dental procedures demand high precision. Dentists must accurately identify and diagnose dental issues and meticulously plan and execute treatment plans tailored to each patient’s specific needs.
Problem-Solving Skills: Dentists must analyse complex problems and develop effective solutions. Critical and creative thinking is essential to finding the best treatment options for patients.
Interpersonal Skills: Effective communication and empathy are vital. Dentists need to explain complex procedures and treatment options in a way that patients can understand and feel comfortable with, fostering a trusting patient-dentist relationship.
Leadership Skills: Many dentists manage their practices, requiring strong leadership and management abilities. They must lead and motivate their staff, manage finances, and ensure the smooth operation of their practice.
Continuous Learning: Dentistry is an ever-evolving field. Dentists must stay updated with the latest techniques, technologies, and best practices. A commitment to lifelong learning and professional development is essential for providing the best possible care.
By mastering these skills, dentists can offer the highest quality care to their patients and build a successful, fulfilling career in dentistry.
BDS Entrance Exam
To secure admission to the BDS program, candidates must pass the NEET entrance examination. Aspiring BDS students are required to take this exam.
Aspiring candidates seeking admission to BDS courses in India must qualify through the National Eligibility cum Entrance Test (NEET). NEET, conducted by the National Testing Agency (NTA), is the sole entrance examination for BDS admissions across the country. There are no other exams for BDS course entry; thus, it is mandatory for students to appear for and qualify in NEET to secure a place in any BDS program.
BDS Cut Off
BDS cut-off marks represent the minimum scores needed by the aspirants for admission to Indian medical colleges. 
In the NEET exam, there are typically two types of cut-offs: the admission cut-off and the qualifying cut-off. The NEET qualifying score represents the minimum mark required for passing the exam, while the MBBS admission cut-off indicates the rank at which applicants are granted admission. Medical colleges that consider NEET scores will provide admission according to the BDS admission cut-off. The determination of cut-off marks depends on various factors such as the number of candidates appearing for the NEET exam, the difficulty level of the NEET exam Paper, the availability of total NEET Seats and additional factors. Cut-off scores are subject to change each year, emphasizing the necessity of staying informed with the most recent updates.
BDS Syllabus or BDS Curriculum
This section outlines the standard BDS curriculum adopted by many Indian medical colleges, encompassing four and half years of study and a mandatory one-year rotating internship.
Semester Wise Bachelor of Dental Science Syllabus
The BDS syllabus provides an in-depth understanding of the various core functionalities associated with dentistry, dental health, and dental surgery. The subjects in the BDS syllabus can differ depending on the academic structure of different colleges. However, A general curriculum representing the BDS subjects’ year-wise is given below that is bifurcated into 8 semesters:
BDS First Year Syllabus
BDS 1st year syllabus mainly covers the foundational aspects of dentistry and dental health. The table below contains the BDS 1st Year subjects:
	Semester I
	Semester II

	General Human Anatomy including Embryology and Histology
	Dental Materials

	General Human Physiology and Biochemistry, Nutrition, and Dietetics
	Preclinical Prosthodontics and Crown and Bridge

	Dental Anatomy, embryology, and Oral Histology
	-



Practical Topics in the BDS 1st-Year Subjects
There are several labs work available in the 1st year BDS subjects. Some of the practical topics in the BDS first-year subjects are given below:
· Enumeration of red & white blood Cells
· Recording of blood pressure
· Microscopic study of tooth germ, enamel, dentin, pulp, cementum, periodontal ligament
· Demonstration of Staining Techniques
BDS Second-Year Syllabus
BDS 2nd year syllabus focuses on understanding oral health-related microbiological factors, such as bacteria and viruses, causes of illnesses, science and characteristics of dental materials, etc. The table below contains the BDS 2nd-year subjects:
	Semester III
	Semester IV

	General Pathology and Microbiology
	Preclinical Prosthodontics and Crown & Bridge

	General and Dental Pharmacology and Therapeutics
	Oral Pathology & Oral Microbiology

	Preclinical Conservative Dentistry
	-



Practical Topics in the BDS 2nd Year Subjects
The practical topics in the BDS 2nd-year subjects are given below:
· Pharmacotherapeutics
· Drug-induced Clinical Conditions
· Preparation of temporary and permanent denture bases
· Processing of complete dentures
BDS Third-Year Syllabus
BDS 3rd year syllabus covers topics like restorative treatments, including crowns and bridges, diagnostic use of radiography, understanding dental prostheses, such as implants and dentures, etc. The table below contains the BDS subjects from the third year:

	Semester V
	Semester VI

	General Medicine
	Oral And Maxillofacial Surgery

	General Surgery
	Oral Medicine And Radiology

	Oral Pathology & Microbiology
	Orthodontics & Dentofacial Orthopedics

	Conservative Dentistry And Endodontics
	Pediatric& Preventive Dentistry



Practical Topics in the 3rd year BDS Subjects
Some of the practical topics in the 3rd year BDS syllabus are given below:
· Preparation and study of ground sections of carious teeth
· Management of orofacial pathologies
· Examination of the orofacial region
· Interpretation of Intra-oral radiographs
BDS Fourth Year Syllabus
BDS 4th year syllabus focuses on specialized fields such as advanced Prosthodontics and Implantology, public health issues through Community Dentistry, along with focusing on diagnostic techniques using imaging technology. The table below contains the BDS subjects from the fourth year:
	Semester VII
	Semester VIII

	Orthodontics and Dentofacial Orthopedics
	Oral and Maxillofacial Surgery

	Oral Medicine and Radiology
	Prosthodontics and Crown & Bridge

	Pediatric and Preventive Dentistry
	Conservative Dentistry And Endodontics

	Periodontology
	Conservative Dentistry And Endodontics



Practical Topics in the 4th year BDS Subjects
Some of the practical topics in the 4th year BDS syllabus are given below:
· Methods of using various scaling and surgical instruments
· Follow-up procedures, post-operative care, and supervision
· Applications of Soft tissue Lasers and Electrocautery
· Demonstration to the patients about different oral hygiene aids
BDS Subjects
BDS subjects include Orthodontics and Dentofacial Orthopaedics, Conservative Dentistry and Endodontics, Preclinical Conservative Dentistry, General Human Anatomy, and much more.  Some of the subjects in BDS are listed below: 
Core BDS Subjects
The BDS subjects are categorized into core and electives on behalf of the student's interests and the rules proposed by the university. The core subjects in BDS are listed below:
· General Pathology
· Microbiology
· General and Dental Pharmacology
· Dental Therapeutics
· Preclinical Conservative Dentistry
· Oral Pathology
· Oral Microbiology
Elective BDS Subjects
The BDS syllabus consists of various core and elective subjects essential to the course curriculum to improve students' knowledge. The elective subjects in BDS are listed below:
· Public Health Dentistry
· Conservative Dentistry and Endodontics
· Periodontology
· Paediatric & Preventive Dentistry
· Orthodontics & Dentofacial Orthopaedics
BDS Subjects in Detail
The subjects in BDS are diverse and include several concepts Prosthodontics, Pedodontics, Conservative Dentistry, and Endodontics. Some of the subjects in BDS are given below: 
	BDS Subjects
	Topics Covered

	Biochemistry
	Chemistry Of Biogenic Molecules, Enzymes & Metabolic Regulation, Vitamins, Minerals, Digestion & Metabolism of Macronutrients

	Dental Anatomy, Embryology, And Oral Histology
	Tooth Morphology, Chronology of Deciduous And Permanent Teeth, Morphology Of Permanent Teeth, Occlusion, Tempero Mandibular Joint

	General Pathology
	Cell Injury, Wound Healing, Infections & Infestations, General Aspects of Neoplasia, Nutritional Disorders

	Microbiology
	Immunology, Systematic Bacteriology, Virology, Mycology, Parasitology

	General Pharmacology
	Central Nervous System, Autonomic Nervous System, Cardiovascular Drugs, Autocoids, Drugs Acting On Blood

	General Surgery
	Principles Of Operative Surgery, Inflammation, Shock and Haemorrhage, Tumours, Ulcers, Cysts, Gangrene, Sinus, AndFistulae, Diseases Of Lymphatic System



BDS internships department and period of posting
	Department
	Period of Posting

	Oral Medicine & Radiology
	1 Month

	Oral & Maxillofacial Surgery
	1 and a half Month

	Prosthodontics
	1 and a half Month

	Periodontics
	1 Month

	Conservative Dentist
	1 Month

	Pedodontics
	1 Month

	Oral Pathology & Microbiology
	15 days

	Orthodontics
	1 Month

	Community Dentist/Rural Service
	3 Months

	Elective
	15 days

	Total
	12 months



Note: Any student who does not clear the BDS Course in all the subjects within a period of 9 years, including a year mandatory rotatory paid internship from the date of admission shall be discharged from the course.
BDS Course Specializations
Specializations in BDS (Bachelor of Dental Surgery) typically involve advanced training and education in specific areas of dentistry. While the specific specializations available may vary depending on the institution and country, some common specializations in BDS include:
1. Orthodontics: This specialization focuses on correcting irregularities in the teeth and jaw alignment, commonly involving the use of braces, aligners, and other orthodontic appliances.
2. Periodontics: Periodontics deals with the prevention, diagnosis, and treatment of diseases and conditions affecting the gums and supporting structures of the teeth.
3. Endodontics: Endodontics involves the study and treatment of dental pulp and the tissues surrounding the roots of the teeth. This includes root canal treatment and other procedures related to the interior of the tooth.
4. Prosthodontics: Prosthodontics focuses on the restoration and replacement of missing or damaged teeth with artificial appliances such as crowns, bridges, dentures, and dental implants.
5. Oral and Maxillofacial Surgery: This specialization deals with the diagnosis and surgical treatment of diseases, injuries, and defects involving the head, neck, face, jaws, and oral cavity. It may also include procedures such as wisdom teeth removal, jaw realignment, and dental implant surgery.
6. Paediatric Dentistry: Paediatric dentistry specializes in the oral health care of children, from infancy through adolescence. It involves preventive care, restorative treatments, and education tailored to the unique needs of young patients.
7. Oral Pathology: Oral pathology focuses on the study and diagnosis of diseases affecting the oral and maxillofacial regions, including conditions such as oral cancer, oral infections, and oral manifestations of systemic diseases.
8. Public Health Dentistry: Public health dentistry involves promoting oral health and preventing dental diseases within communities. It may include activities such as community outreach, dental health education, and research aimed at improving oral health on a population level.
These are some of the common specializations available to BDS graduates. Pursuing a specialization can offer dentists the opportunity to focus their expertise, advance their careers, and provide specialized care to patients in their chosen area of dentistry.
BDS Career and Job Opportunities
What after BDS?
The dental graduates are entitled to use the term Doctor before his or her name as the prefix “Dr”.
Career Options After BDS
1. Master's Degree in Dental Surgery (MDS): Pursue advanced specialization in areas like orthodontics or oral surgery. Admission is based on NEET MDS scores, leading to enhanced job prospects in reputed institutions.
2. Master's Degree in Public Health (MPH): Focus on public health, a non-clinical role, with opportunities abroad in countries like the USA, UK, and Australia. Contribute to global health initiatives while enhancing your career prospects.
3. Master's Degree in Business Administration (MBA): Shift to managerial roles in hospital or healthcare management. Popular among BDS graduates, an MBA can open doors to leadership positions in the healthcare industry.
4. Academia: Become a lecturer or professor in dental colleges, sharing your expertise and contributing to the education of future dentists. With experience, you can advance to roles such as dean.
5. Clinical Practice: Start your own dental clinic or join established ones. Clinical practice offers autonomy and the potential for high earnings, especially with a well-chosen location and effective networking.
6. Overseas Career: Work as a dentist abroad by meeting the specific requirements of the chosen country. This may involve additional exams and certifications but offers a rewarding career path.
7. Government Jobs: Apply for positions in government hospitals or rural health services. Opportunities include roles in the army, navy, Airforce, state government, and railways.
8. Research: Engage in dental research, exploring areas like oral cancer or new treatment methodologies. Positions in medical colleges, laboratories, and hospitals are available for dental researchers.
9. Dental Cosmetology: Specialize in cosmetic dentistry to meet the growing demand for aesthetic dental treatments. Additional courses or an MDS with a focus on prosthodontics or orthodontics can be beneficial.
10. Dental Blogging: Share your knowledge through blogging, educating the public and aspiring dentists. Monetize through ads, sponsorships, and affiliate programs while building a strong online presence.
11. Forensic Dentistry: Combine dentistry with forensic science to assist in criminal investigations. Pursue further studies in forensic odontology to work in research institutes or forensic labs.
12. Medical Transcription: Utilize your dental knowledge to transcribe medical and dental reports. Strong language and typing skills are essential for success in this field.
13. Dental Consulting: Offer expertise to improve dental practices in hospitals and clinics. Knowledge in hospital management can enhance your effectiveness as a consultant.
14. Insurance: Work with insurance companies to develop dental insurance products, review claims, and handle administrative tasks. An MBA can improve job prospects in this sector.
Scope of Bachelor of Dental Surgery
A BDS degree opens up a multitude of career opportunities across various industries. Whether you choose to serve in the military, manage hospital systems, or establish your own clinic, the options are diverse and rewarding. Here are some key areas where BDS graduates can build their careers:
1. Dental Clinics: With at least three years of experience in a government or private hospital, BDS graduates can start their own dental clinics. Private practice allows dentists to provide personalized care, offering more time to explain treatment options and ensuring patient comfort, especially for those who may be anxious about dental procedures.
2. Hospitals: Dentists and oral surgeons are often part of hospital medical staff, providing essential dental care to emergency department patients and inpatients. While they may not perform routine dental treatments, their role is crucial in managing oral infections and emergencies.
3. Pharmaceutical Companies: The pharmaceutical industry offers numerous roles for BDS graduates, including sales, marketing, medical writing, pharmacovigilance, business development, regulatory affairs, and medical affairs. Identifying your area of interest within the industry can lead to a fulfilling career.
4. Research Institutes: Graduates can engage in clinical research, working as medical consultants, drug developers, or treatment researchers. Pursuing a master’s degree in global public health or dental public health can further enhance career prospects in research-oriented roles.
5. Educational Institutions: BDS graduates can also pursue careers in academia, becoming professors or lecturers in dental schools. This path not only contributes to community service but also offers significant opportunities for career advancement, given the relatively low competition in the academic field.
With a BDS degree, the scope is vast, encompassing clinical practice, research, education, and roles in the pharmaceutical sector, providing a solid foundation for a dynamic and impactful career in dentistry.
BDS Doctors Salary

How much money can you make after you have completed your BDS?
Dentist Salary in India Freshers & Experienced
Dentists are vital in maintaining oral health and enhancing the overall well-being of their patients. Their responsibilities extend beyond treating cavities and toothaches, encompassing a wide range of dental services aimed at improving both function and aesthetics.
Monthly Salary Range: The average monthly salary for a dentist in India ranges from ₹21,000 to ₹48,500. Additionally, dentists can earn supplementary income averaging ₹45,835 per month, with the potential to earn between ₹20,567 and ₹1,15,236. Beyond base salaries, dentists can increase their earnings through private practice, consultations, and teaching positions. Those with entrepreneurial ambitions may establish their own dental clinics, significantly boosting their income.
Annual Salary Overview: The annual salary for a dentist in India typically falls between ₹3,00,000 and ₹10,00,000, depending on experience, location, specialization, and type of employment. Fresh graduates entering the field can expect to start with a salary ranging from ₹3,00,000 to ₹4,00,000 per annum.
Location and Specialization Impact: Geographic location significantly influences a dentist's salary. Dentists in metropolitan areas like Mumbai, Delhi, and Bangalore tend to earn more due to the higher cost of living and increased demand for dental services. Conversely, those in smaller towns or rural areas might earn less. Specializing in fields such as orthodontics, prosthodontics, or endodontics can also lead to higher earnings due to the specialized skills and expertise required in these high-demand areas.
In summary, the financial prospects for dentists in India are promising, with potential for increased earnings through specialization and entrepreneurial endeavours.
TOP DENTAL COLLEGES IN INDIA
The National Institutional Ranking Framework (NIRF) was approved by the MHRD and launched by Honourable Minister of Human Resource Development on 29th September 2015.
This framework outlines a methodology to rank institutions across the country. The methodology draws from the overall recommendations broad understanding arrived at by a Core Committee set up by MHRD, to identify the broad parameters for ranking various universities and institutions. The parameters broadly cover “Teaching, Learning and Resources,” “Research and Professional Practices,” “Graduation Outcomes,” “Outreach and Inclusivity,” and “Perception”.
The National Institutional Ranking Framework (NIRF), under Ministry of Education (MoE), Government of India released top 40 Dental Institutions ranking list in June 2023 is given below.
NIRF Dental Colleges Ranking 2023
	Rank
	COLLEGE NAME

	1
	Saveetha Institute of Medical and Technical Sciences, Chennai

	2
	Manipal College of Dental Sciences, Manipal

	3
	Dr D. Y. Patil Vidyapeeth, Pune

	4
	Maulana azad Institute of Dental Sciences, Delhi

	5
	A.B.Shetty Memorial Institute OF Dental Sciences ,Mangaluru

	6
	SRM Dental College, Chennai

	7
	Sri Ramachandra Institute of Higher Education and Research, Chennai

	8
	Manipal College of Dental Sciences, Mangalore

	9
	Siksha ‘O’Anusandhan, Bhubaneswar

	10
	Jamia MilliaIslamia, New Delhi

	11
	JSS Dental College and Hospital, mysore

	12
	Amrita Vishwa Vidyapeetham, Coimbatore

	13
	Postgraduate Institute of Dental Sciences,Rohtak

	14
	M.S. Ramaiah University of Applied Sciences, Banglore

	15
	Govt. Dental College, Nagpur

	16
	Meenakshi Academy of Higher Education and Research, Chennai

	17
	Datta MegheInstituteof Higher Education and Reserach, Wardha

	18
	Banaras Hindu Universty, Varanasi

	19
	Nair Hospital Dental College, Mumbai

	20
	Kalinga Institute of Industrial Technology, Bhubaneswar

	21
	Government Dental College, Ahmedabad

	22
	SDM College of Dental Sciences &Hospital, Dharwad

	23
	M. G. R. Educational and Research Institute, Chennai

	24
	Government Dental College, Bangalore

	25
	Government Dental College, Thiruvananthapuram

	26
	Vishnu Dental College, Bhimavaram

	27
	Chettinad Dental College and Research Institute, Kelambakkam

	28
	Yenepoya Dental College, Mangaluru

	29
	Govt. Dental College, Mumbai

	30
	Christian Dental College, Ludhiana

	31
	Aligarh Muslim University, Aligarh

	32
	Govt. Dental College, Indore

	33
	Army College of Dental Sciences, Secunderabad

	34
	Panjab University, Chandigarh

	35
	KLE Vishwanath Katti Institute of Dental Sciences, Belgaum

	36
	Bapuji Dental College &Hospital , Davangere

	37
	KarnavatiUniversity , Gandhinagar

	38
	Padmashree Dr. D. Y. Patil Vidyapeeth, Mumbai

	39
	Bharati Vidyapeeth (Deemed to be University) Dental College and Hopsital ,Pune

	[bookmark: _GoBack]40
	Saraswati Dental College &Hospital,Lucknow



BDS Course Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs)
Q: What is the full form of BDS?
A: The full form of BDS in India is 'Bachelor of Dental Surgery.'
Q: Is BDS from a private college worth it?
A: Yes, pursuing BDS from a private medical college is worth it. The primary consideration is the cost, as private colleges often have significantly higher tuition fees compared to government institutions.
Q: How can I verify the authenticity of a BDS course in India?
A: Before enrolling, ensure the college is recognized by the Dental Council of India (DCI). Additionally, verify that the college or university is approved by the University Grants Commission (UGC) and the Indian Medical Council (IMC).
Q: Can BDS graduates perform surgeries?
A: Yes, BDS graduates are licensed to perform surgeries. However, performing complex surgeries typically requires additional expertise and experience.
Q: Can I pursue BDS after completing 12th grade?
A: Yes, to join a BDS course, you must complete 10+2 with Physics, Chemistry, Biology, and English, securing a minimum aggregate of 50% in these subjects for the unreserved category and 40% for OBC/SC/ST categories.
Q:Is NEET mandatory for BDS admission?
A: Yes, NEET is mandatory for admission to BDS courses. Even for management quota seats, you must achieve the qualifying percentile in NEET.
Q: Which are the top universities for BDS in India?
A: Some of the top universities include Maulana Azad Institute of Dental Sciences, Delhi; Manipal College of Dental Sciences, Udupi, Karnataka; and Sri Ramachandra Institute of Higher Education and Research, Chennai, Tamil Nadu.
Q: What is the fee structure for BDS in India?
A: Fees vary widely: government colleges charge between ₹10,000 and ₹100,000, while private colleges can charge from ₹200,000 to ₹1,500,000.
Q: What is the duration of the BDS course?
A: The BDS degree course lasts 5 years, which includes 4 years of academic study and 1 year of compulsory internship.
Q: Can one use the title "Dr." after completing BDS?
A: Yes, after successfully completing the BDS degree and the compulsory 1-year internship, graduates can use the title "Dr."
Q: What is the minimum age requirement for BDS admission?
A: Candidates must be at least 17 years old to be eligible for BDS admission.
Q: Can BDS be pursued abroad?	
A: Yes, BDS can be pursued abroad, but candidates must qualify NEET to be eligible.
Q: What are the options after completing BDS?
A: After completing BDS, graduates can start their own practice, work in government or private dental jobs, or pursue higher studies like a master's or doctorate in a specialized field.
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